[The use of the Gott shunt in the surgical repair of a dissecting aneurysm of the descending thoracic aorta].
A 49-years-old man was operated on of a descending thoracic dissecting aneurysm by means of a heparin-less external Gott shunt. A review of spinal irrigation, neurological deficits postclamping of the descending thoracic aorta and methods of spinal preservation in aortic surgery are presented.